Open Access in Theory and Practice: workshop by Bawden, D. et al.
              
City, University of London Institutional Repository
Citation: Bawden, D. ORCID: 0000-0002-0478-6456, Robinson, L. ORCID: 0000-0001-
5202-8206, Pinfield, S. and Wakeling, S. (2019). Open Access in Theory and Practice: 
workshop. Paper presented at the Conceptions of Library and Information Science (CoLIS), 
16-19 June, Ljubljana, Slovenia. 
This is the accepted version of the paper. 
This version of the publication may differ from the final published 
version. 
Permanent repository link:  http://openaccess.city.ac.uk/22398/
Link to published version: 
Copyright and reuse: City Research Online aims to make research 
outputs of City, University of London available to a wider audience. 
Copyright and Moral Rights remain with the author(s) and/or copyright 
holders. URLs from City Research Online may be freely distributed and 
linked to.


























































































































































	 Break	 	 	
4. 	The	theories	and	practices	of	open	access	in	perspective		
• Overview	of	empirical	findings	of	the	research	–	
including	perspectives	practitioners	and	policy	
makers	(funders,	publishers,	OA	service	providers,	
consultants,	librarians	and	OA	advocates),	as	well	as	
theorists	
SP	&	SW	 25	min	intro	+	25	
min	discussion	
	
5. 	Making	sense	of	open	access	in	theory	and	practice	
• Summary	and	ways	forward	
DB,	SP,	LR	
&	SW	
5	min	intro	+	20	
min	discussion	
		
The	workshop	will	be	aimed	those	working	on	or	affected	by	different	notions	of	theory	and	the	
question	of	the	relationship	between	theory	and	practice,	in	Library	and	Information	Science	(LIS)	in	
particular,	and	the	Social	Sciences	and	Humanities	(SSH)	more	generally.	Since	the	workshop	will	frame	
this	discussion	with	reference	to	open	access	(OA)	and	open	science,	it	will	also	appeal	to	academic	
researchers	and	practitioners	with	an	interest	and/or	involvement	in	OA.	These	different	participants	
will	be	able	to	make	a	contribution	to	the	session	and	it	is	hoped	to	attract	a	variety	of	them	to	attend	in	
order	to	encourage	the	contribution	of	a	range	of	perspectives	in	the	discussion.	The	workshop	will	
combine	the	findings	of	a	current	research	project	with	the	contributions	of	participants	to	identify	key	
issues	which	may	inform	both	future	research	agendas	and	practice-based	activity.	
	
	
Purpose,	goals	and	expected	outcomes	
Using	the	research	undertaken	as	a	starting	point,	the	purpose	of	the	workshop	is	to	enable	better	
understanding,	and	highlight	key	issues	raised,	on	the	relationship	between	these	two	phenomena:	
firstly,	open	access	as	an	approach	to	the	publishing	and	dissemination	of	research,	and,	secondly,	
theory	and	practice	(and,	theorists	and	practitioners)	in	the	Social	Sciences	and	Humanities	in	general	
and	Library	and	Information	Science	in	particular.	It	is	envisaged	the	workshop	will	identify	and	clarify	
key	current	challenges	in	this	area	of	scholarly	communication	and	highlight	areas	for	future	research.	It	
will	also	contribute	to	wider	discussions	on	the	theory-practice	relationship.	We	hope	that	it	will	attract	
people	who	might	take	part	in	future	research	collaborations,	which	may	or	may	not	involve	the	session	
organizers.	The	session	will	also	help	to	identify	actions	relevant	for	practitioners	in	the	area	of	policy	
and	service	development.		
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Value	for	R&D	
Our	research	has	uncovered	widely	varying	perspectives	on	what	theory	is	and	on	what	value	theory	has	
in	practice.	Such	perspectives	can	help	inform	the	work	of	researchers	interested	in	theory,	theory	
generation	and	theory	usage	in	research.	Our	work	also	makes	a	significant	contribution	to	the	question	
of	the	theory-practice	relationship.	This	relationship	is	often	characterised	as	a	‘gap’	–	and	the	
characteristics	of	that	gap	and	how	it	might	be	narrowed	are	addressed	by	our	findings.	Whilst	the	
research	is	focused	on	these	questions	in	relation	to	open	access	publishing	and	dissemination	
specifically,	the	research	has	wider	implications	for	information	science,	SSH,	and	the	areas	of	practice	
associated	with	these	disciplines.	
		
